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evidently in this respect, that it is the worst form of all; for
that is worst, which is opposite to the best. But the de-
flection from kingly power is to tyranny; for tyranny is a
vieiousness of monarchy, and a vicious king becomes a
tyrant.

S. The deflection from aristocracy is to oligarchy/through
the ill conduct of those in power, who distribute the offices
of the state without a consideration of merit, give all or
most goods to themselves, and the offices of state constantly
to the same people,, paying most consideration to wealth:
consequently a few and vicious people are in power instead
of the best.

4.  The  deflection   from timocracy is to  democracy; for
they border upon one another, since a timocracy is also ge-
nerally in the hands of the multitude, and all who are raised
by their estates are equal    But democracy is the least de-
praved; for this form of government is only a small de-
flection.    Such then are the most freqpent changes of go-
vernments; for thus they depart the least and in the most
natural manner from their proper form.

5.  One may find resemblances, and as it were examples of
these even in private families: for the community of a father
and his sons wears the form of kingly power: for the father
takes care of the children.    Hence also Homer calls Jupiter
Father; for the kingly power Is generally a paternal au-
thority.  But in Persia the authority of a father is tyrannical;
for they use their sons like slaves.   The authority of a master
over his slaves is also tyrannical: for in that the benefit of
the master is consulted.    This therefore appears right, but
that of the Persians is wrong; for the power of those who
are in different circumstances ought to be  different.    Se-
condly, The community of a man and his wife seems to be
aristocrat!cal: for the husband governs because it is his due,
and in those things which a husband ought 5 and whatever
is suitable for the wife, he gives up to her.    When the
husband lords it over every thing, it departs into an oli-
garchy; for be does this beyond what is his due, and not in
consideration of Ms superiority.   But sometimes women ^